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after the dry-neutralizing step, to surface-modify the detergent 
granules . 

6. (Once Amended) The method according to [3] 16^ or [4] 17, 
further comprising the step of adding a liquid component after 
the dry-neutralizing step . 



8. (Twice Amended) The method according to [claims 3 or 4] 
claim 16 or 17 , wherein said liquid acid precursor of a non- 
soap, anionic surfactant is a linear alkylbenzenesulf onic acid 
obtained by a S0 3 gas sulfonation method. 




9. (Twice Amended) The method according to claim [3] 16 or 
[4] 17, wherein an amount of an i^<5rganic acid preexisting in 
the liquid acid precursor of/'a non-soap, anionic surfactant is 

or less per moj/of said liquid acid precursor of a non- 
, anionic surfac/cant 




10. (Twice Amended) The" f^et 
[4] wherein said inorg 

phosphoric acid. 




ding to claim [3] 3J5 or , 
is sulfuric acid or 



2 



• 
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13. (Twice Amended) A high-bulk/ density detergent 
imposition having a bulk density or 500 g/L or more, comprising 
the detergent granules according td claim [1] 14 or [2] 1^5, or 
the detergent granules obtainable py the method of claims [3] 16 
or [4] 17. 



Please add the following new claims: 




14. (New) Detergent granules comprisin/g a non-soap, anionic 
surfactant and an inorganic salt undetectable by x-ray 
diffraction method, wherein the molar r^fcio of (inorganic salt 
undetectable by x-ray diffraction method) / (non-soap, anionic 
surfactant) is from 0.1 to 1.0, and ^herein the non-soap, 
anionic surfactant is contained in /the detergent granules in an ^ 



amount of 28% by weight or more and less than 50^/by weight. \^ 




15. (New) Detergent ^rani^Les comprising a non-soap, anionic 
surfactant and an inforganic gait yrfaetectable by x-ray 
diffraction method, I wherein/ ttfe molar ratio of (inorganic salt 
undetectable by x-ray diffitaction method) / (non-soap, anionic 
surfactant) is from 0.3 yo 1.0, and wherein the non-soap, 
anionic surfactant is contained in the detergent granules in an 
amount of 15% by weigh/ or more and less than 28% by weight. 
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16. (New) A method for producing detg£gent granules, 
comprising the step of dry-neutralizing A liquid acid precursor 
of a non-soap, anionic surfactant with k water-soluble, solid, 
alkali inorganic substance, wherein a/dry-neutralizing step is 
carried out in the presence of 0.1 \p 1.0 mol of an inorganic 
acid per mol of said liquid acid p/ecursor of a non-soap, 
anionic surfactant, and wherein t/ne resulting detergent-granules 
contain the non-soap, anionic surfactant in an amount of 28% by 
weight or more and less than 50% by weight, and have a molar 
ratio of (inorganic salt undetectable by x-ray diffraction 
method) / (non-soap, anionic iurfactant) of from 0.1 to 1.0. 

17. (New) A method for producing detergent granules, 
comprising the step of dry-neutralizing a liquid acid precursor 
of a non-soap, anionic /surf actant with a water-soluble, solid, 
alkali inorganic subst/ance, wherein a dry-neutralizing step is 
carried out in the presence of 0.3 to 1.0 mol of an inorganic 
acid per mol of said liquid acid precursor of a non-soap, 
anionic surfactant,/ and wherein the resulting detergent granules 
contain the non-sq&p, anionic surfactant in an amount of 15% by 
weight or more ar/d less than 28% by weight, and have a molar 
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ktio of (inorganic salt undetectable by x-ray diffraction 
mewroa) / (non-soap, anionic surfactant) of from 0.3 to 1.0. 

18. (New) The detergent granules /according to claim 14 or 
15, wherein said granules are obtainable by dry-neutralizing a 
liquid acid precursor of a non-soap, anionic surfactant, with a 
water-soluble, solid, alkali inorganic substance in the presence 
of an inorganic acid. 



19. (New) The d 
15, wherein said gr 
liquid acid precursor 



ranules^accrording to claim 14 or 
ules arjb obtained by dry-neutralizing a 

on-soap, anionic surfactant, with a 



water-soluble, solid, alka/Li inorganic substance in the presence 
of an inorganic acid. 



REMARKS 



Upon entry of the present amendment, claims 5-10 and 13-19 
will remain pending in the above-identified application and 
stand ready for further action on the merits. 

The amendments made herein to the claims do not incorporate 
new matter into the application as originally filed. For 
example, claims 14-17 are based on prior claims 1-4 but have 
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